
 

 

THEATRE FARM RESEARCH & 
DEVELOPMENT RETREAT 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
 

Artistic Vision for Retreat 
 
The Theatre Farm Research and Development Retreat is being trialed for the first time this year by Sam 
Worboys of Worboys Productions. The project is being supported by the Arts Council England Grants 
for the Arts, Cambridge Junction, Theatre Royal Bury St Edmunds, The Garage (Norwich) and 
Greenwich Theatre, who recognise Sam’s ambition to provide a network of support for emerging 
artists, as well as a physical development space, in the East of England.  Sam is committed to providing a 
unique and invaluable resource for artists so they can create high quality art. Furthermore, he aims to 
nurture communication between eastern artists, companies and venues with the aim of promoting 
artists to industry professionals and a wider audience in general.  Providing practitioners with the tools 
to increase the success and scale of their work, and ultimately make their mark on the artistic landscape, 
drives the vision of the Retreat.  Therefore, the needs of the artists and the context in which they work 
are at the very heart of the project. 
 
The retreat will include 12 days of free development space for up to 12 emerging artists (2-3 projects) 
aiming to make work for children and young people. Specialist practitioners on-site will be available to 
provide focused support to help develop artists' skills and creative and managerial outcomes.  Each 
participant will be provided with accommodation, space to work in and travel expenses.  At the end of 
the Retreat, participants will have the opportunity to showcase their work in an unpressurized 
environment to an invited audience at Cambridge Junction.  All companies will be asked to complete 
feedback forms about their experience of the Retreat to inform the future development of the Theatre 
Farm Retreat in 2015.  The team hopes this is the beginning of a lasting legacy of support in the East 
and South East regions. 
 

 

 



 

 

 
About Sam Worboys 
  
Since co-founding Gomito Productions in 2001, Sam has acted in and produced over 20 productions. 
From their beginning, he has been the company’s full time producer, as well as establishing himself as a 
producer in his own right through Worboys Productions. 
 
As a freelancer, Sam has produced shows and tours for companies in the region, London and Brighton; 
most recently he worked with Katie Cooper to develop Mrs McMoon and with Oliver Harrison on his 
show Signor Baffo. Both toured nationally in Spring 2014, delighting audiences around the country and 
look set for further exciting tours in 2015. 
 

Consultants Involved  
 
The Retreat aims to provide space and support for artists to create high quality work, but in addition, 
aims to arm participants with all they need to mount successful productions in the future.  Therefore, 
consultants from a variety of fields within the industry will offer workshops, be available for discussion 
and can guide individual artists and companies.  Below is a list of consultants confirmed for 2014.   
More will be added to the list in due course.   
 

Phillipa Herrick - Composer 
 

Philippa is a composer, sound designer and musical director, specialising in theatre. She creates diverse 
soundtracks - from live bands to fully recorded sound designs. She works particularly with visual and 
devised theatre, where music plays an integral part.  
 
Recent productions include: Tyrannosaurus Drip at Stratford Circus, Tanika’s Journey at Southwark 
Playhouse, Love Labour's Lost at Shakespeare's Globe Theatre, The Alchemystorium (national tour) by 
Gomito Productions, Sam Rose in the Shadows (national tour) by Tucked In Theatre.  Philippa was 
nominated for Best Sound Design at the 2011 Offies for Count Oederland/Cerberus at The Arcola 
Theatre. She is currently working on a new folk musical. 

Matt Addicott – Dramaturg 
 
Matt Addicott is a theatre maker, director, dramaturg and performer.  He is currently Associate 
Director of Platform in Glasgow (www.platform-online.co.uk). 
 
Matt has worked with Gomito, Visible Fictions, TAG, Andy Manley and Reeling and Writhing. Recent 
original works include: The Incredible Swimming Choir and First Light, both of which have toured 
nationally and been presented at international showcases. Matt was Starcatchers 2009 Artist in 
Residence and prior to that Imaginate’s Trainee Director, where he had the opportunity to create work 
and attend numerous workshops, masterclasses and performances as part of a programme designed to 
develop his skills as a theatre maker for children and young people. 

http://www.platform-online.co.uk/


 

 

 
Lina Orsino – Branding and Online Presence Consultant  
 
After a varied ten year career in the theatre industry which saw her direct her own theatre company, 
produce shows for the RSC Festival Fringe and at the Lyric Hammersmith, spend a year in a theatrical 
agency and most recently programme theatre at Cambridge Junction, Lina switched her artistic eye 
from the stage to behind the camera with her partner Tom.  Fast forward five years and Lina & Tom are 
one of the region’s most sought after wedding and event photographers, as well as providing striking 
theatre imagery for artists such as Victoria Melody and West End producer Lee Menzies, under the 
brand of Liquid Photo. The company have a strong brand identity and online presence created by Lina’s 
savvy approach to branding and marketing the business, and social media strategy. She regularly gives 
talks on photography for Archant Media and gave a seminar on the use of images and copyright online 
at Blogfest 2013.  Lina has also written articles for magazines such as Photo Professional and 
Cambridge Edition, is regularly called upon to give opinion and advice on local radio, and most recently 
was a research consultant on The Sunday Times bestselling author Paige Toon’s new novel, Thirteen 
Weddings. 
 
Mhari Gallagher – Marketing Consultant 
 
Mhari is a freelance producer and marketing specialist.  She has recently produced the critically-
acclaimed national tour of Mansfield Park for Theatre Royal Bury St Edmunds, as well as their 2013/14 
pantomime Aladdin.  She is currently the producer at Menagerie Theatre Company, where she is 
responsible for the company’s marketing strategy.  Other recent marketing works includes: 30 Bird’s 
tour of Domestic Labour and a series of marketing workshops for Cambridge City Council.  Before 
working as a freelancer, Mhari worked at Cambridge Arts Theatre for 4 years as a marketing manager 
and producer. 
 

Paul Golynia – Lighting & Sound Design Consultant 
 
As a Production Manager Paul works for various clients with a particular focus on emerging companies 
for whom budgets are limited. The role will usually include elements of lighting and sound design as well 
as providing complete production management services both in pre production and during the run of 
the show.  Recent examples include: Production Manager for Tearaway Theatre (currently in 
development), Production Manager and Scenic Carpenter for Worboys Productions 'Mrs McMoon' 
(National Tour), Lighting Designer and Touring Technician for MAYK production of 'Sam Halmarack and 
The Miserablites' (FOLA Melbourne and UK tour), Lighting Designer for The Secretariat Production of 
'Bunker Girls' (Waterloo East Theatre), Lighting and Sound Designer for Thrice Ninth Productions 'In 
The Thrice Ninth Kingdom' (Tristan Bates Theatre), Lighting Designer and Touring Technical Manager for 
Wildheart and Lyric 'Birdy' (National Tour), Tour Technician for Gomito 'Roost' (open air production).  



 

 

Location of the Retreat 
 
The location of the Retreat is Francis Farm in Suffolk.  The farm has on-site holiday cottages, barns and 
outdoor spaces.  Companies such as Gomito Productions, Little Bulb Theatre and Katie Cooper have 
developed artistic work there.  The rural location and on-site accommodation make residencies highly 
productive: away from distraction with artistic teams in constant contact and totally submerged in their 
work.  The farm is a unique and excellent hub in the East of England for artists and companies to nurture 
ideas and flourish. 
 
Based on an isolated farm in a quiet valley, the location is 15mins from Bury St Edmunds and the A14, 
so it has excellent transport links to the region by road and by rail/bus through Bury Stations. 
 
Address: Francis Farm, Upper Somerton, Nr Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP29 4ND 
 

Recommendations for Francis Farm 
 
Over the years, Francis Farm has been used by a variety of theatre companies in the East to develop 
work; it has been an inspiring space for many. 
 

‘Francis Farm is the perfect place for companies to take time out of their busy schedules and 
evaluate past projects, discuss creative ideas and begin drawing up plans for the future. Being in 
such an isolated location it really removes the pressures of any office or theatre environment’.   
(Clare Beresford, Little Bulb Theatre) 
 

‘Francis Farm was a perfect place to develop Mrs McMoon. We felt so lucky to be in the peace of 

the countryside just focussing on the show. The barn space was as characterful as Mrs McMoon 

herself and far more inspirational than a black box in a theatre somewhere.’   

(Katie Cooper, Theatremaker) 

 

‘A stay at Francis Farm makes all the difference to a rehearsal process, making one week feel as 

useful as two. Every moment feels special, creative and rich’.   

(Amelia Bird, Tearaway Theatre) 
 

Acknowledgements 
 
Participants of the retreat will include the Worboys Productions logo in their future promotional 
material as a supporter of the project.  
  
Selected artists retain their own identity and have complete responsibility for their 
own project.  Worboys Productions aims to provide an initial support system for the 
future of the artists and their projects.  
For any further information, please contact Sam at samworboys@live.co.uk 
www.worboysproductions.com 
 
The Theatre Farm R&D Retreat is supported by Arts Council England Grants for the Arts, 
Cambridge Junction, Theatre Royal Bury St Edmunds, The Garage Norwich and Greenwich 
Theatre. 

mailto:samworboys@live.co.uk
http://www.worboysproductions.com/

